
 

PRIORITY:  
ALL CHILDREN RECEIVE QUALITY 
EARLY EXPERIENCES 

 

 

 

 

 
 

UPDATED FACTS 

20% OF CHILDREN UNDER 

AGE 5 LIVE IN POVERTY, 

WAS 30% IN 2008-101 

 

1 IN 3 ENTERING   

KINDERGARTENERS DOES 

NOT DEMONSTRATE THE EX-

PECTED MATH STANDARD;   

1 IN 6 DOES NOT DEMON-

STRATE THE EXPECTED   

LANGUAGE STANDARD2
 

 

THE HIGH SCHOOL             

GRADUATION RATE IS 80%3 
 

2 IN 5 MOTHERS GIVING 

BIRTH HAVE HIGH SCHOOL 

EDUCATION OR LESS;       

STATISTICALLY WORSE 

THAN WASHINGTON;  

3 IN 5 IN CLALLAM WEST 

END4 

 

1 IN 5 MOTHERS WITH 

HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATION 

OR LESS SMOKE DURING 

PREGNANCY; 1 IN 15 
MOTHERS WITH MORE      

EDUCATION4 

 

1 IN 20 BABIES ARE BORN 

AT LOW BIRTH WEIGHT; 

STATISTICALLY WORSE 

OVER TIME4 

 

2013 DATA REVIEW AND PRIORITIES PROCESS FACILITATED BY CLALLAM COUNTY  HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AND OLYMPIC MEDICAL CENTER 
 Data updates to 2012 Assessment and fact sheet by: Siri Kushner, Kitsap Public Health District 

2013 CLALLAM COUNTY HEALTH PRIORITIES  

ACTION AREAS (as of NOVEMBER 2014, NOT UPDATED): 

GOAL:  All children in Clallam County deserve a great beginning. 

Increasing opportunities for parents and child care providers to improve 

NOVEMBER 2014 Overview:  Approximately 45% of children in Clallam County are 
not “ready to learn” when they enter kindergarten. Children who begin school behind 
tend to stay behind and are at greater risk for drug & alcohol use / addiction, involve-
ment with juvenile and/or adult criminal justice, health problems, being unemployed 
and impoverished. Early learning provides significant return on investment; for every 
$1 invested there is a $7 return in reduced costs in education, criminal justice, health 
care, even increased community tax revenues and business development.   

UWCC invests in parenting classes and Play and Learn groups throughout the county.  
The Great Beginnings Coalition works to align and leverage parent and child care educa-
tion resources. The Prevention Works! Parent Education Committee partners to offer 
other parent learning and parent educator training opportunities. Olympic Kitsap Pen-
insulas Early Learning Coalition (OKPELC) also contributes to this effort including Love. 
Talk. Play. for parents additional Play and Learn opportunities, and others.  

BACKGROUND: In August and September 2013, a Partnership Group reviewed and discussed community health assessment data to 

guide prioritization of health issues. In October 2013, Community Participants voted for final Health Priorities at a Community Health 
Summit. Multi-disciplinary groups are meeting to determine strategies to address the priorities. 

Sources: 1.American Community Survey; 2. WaKIDS data for all participating OESD sites  3.WA State Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction; 4. WA State Dept. of Health Birth Certificate Database 

Early identification of at risk families: 

UWCC invests in a universal early screening program called Child Check, for all children 
from 18 – 36 months followed by referral to programs and resources when indicated.  
Approximately 17% of all children screened have been identified as needing some sort 
of referral. Prevention Works! Child Check is developing a series of single presentations 
on issues important to parents of young children. OKPELC also has a focus on serving 
remote and underserved populations, who often have fewer resources and are at 
greater risk for poor educational outcomes.   

Develop a systematic approach towards Early Learning: 

UWCC invests in a program with Child Care Action Council, Peninsula College and Port 
Angeles Schools for training for child care providers across the county and connecting 
them with Kindergarten and school programs. The Great Beginnings Coalition and OK-
PELC work on this strategy as well with a goal to expand this to all districts.   

Educate the community about the value and importance of Early Learning: 

UWCC, the Great Beginnings Coalition, Prevention Works!, and OKPELC all work to edu-
cate the public through speaking engagements, public policy, marketing, articles,  & 
radio programs. Public knowledge of the critical need for early learning investments has 
changed over time with much broader recognition of the need and value.   
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